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> _ AWARD NOMINATIONS <

This year’s Awards Banquet will be held on Friday, April 17, 2026, at the
Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel

NOMINATION INFORMATION

There is no limit to the number of entries that each agency or company can submit. Each entry must be
accompanied with its own nomination cover sheet followed by the nomination criteria information for the
specific award as listed below. Incomplete nomination packets will not be considered.

In the Radio Frequency (RF) Technologist of the Year and Radio Frequency (RF) Engineer of the Year
categories, attachments such as commendations, letters of excellence and/or memos, will enhance your
nominee’s chance. All Attachments will be treated as confidential personnel documents and are reviewed by the
Selection Committee only. Only the letters of nomination and the biographies will be retained by the CPRA
Chapter of APCO for file and/or banquet publications.

In addition to the criteria above, a short biography of each nominee should be included with each nomination
for all categories. The biography should be no more than 300 words in length and should cover such
information as a brief summary of your nominee’s career and some personal information.

If filing electronically or manually, the packet must be received no later than S pm on Friday, February 20,
2026. Once the selection process is complete, the CPRA Chapter of APCO will notify the contact person listed
on the nomination cover sheet. Make sure all information is legible, complete and accurate.

Send the electronic nomination packet to: tnelcpra@gmail.com.
If filing manually, print and mail the nomination packet to the address noted below.
Mail completed nomination to:

Southern California APCQO Public Safety Awards, Attn: Terri Nelson, 229 Sunrise Rd. Brea, CA 92821
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(Cover sheet must be attached to each nomination)

When completing your nomination for submission please ensure you have selected the correct category
and that you provide as much detail about the nominee in your nomination as possible. The Radio
Frequency Engineering category includes not only line staff personnel but also supervision and
management jobs working in the Radio Frequency Engineering field.

If you have any questions, please email director3@cpra.org for assistance any time.

(Select one category only):
[ Radio Frequency (RF) Engineer of the Year [J Radio Frequency (RF) Technologist of the Year

I Information Technologist (IT) of the Year [1 Geographic Information System (GIS)
Technologist of the Year

Please Note:
e Nominations are for accomplishments occurring during the 2025 calendar year.

Name & Title of Nominee: This information will be used to print the certificate and/or award.

Name:

Email:

Agency or Company: (include city and zip code in address line):

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person (Who do we contact for more information about the nominee if necessary):

Name:

Title:

Email:

Phone: Cell Phone:

Please provide completed nomination based on the instructions below for the selected award category
and email the completed nomination back to tnelcpra@gmail.com and CC director3@cpra.org by
5 pm on Friday, February 20, 2026.

You are also encouraged to additionally submit your nominee for national recognition at
https://www.apcointl.org/apco-membership/awards/psap-awards/ The nomination forms follow the
same format and should be very simple for you to offer your nominee an excellent chance at even
greater recognition!

Thank you for taking the time to recognize the outstanding work of your co-workers and staff!!
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AWARD NOMINATION CRITERIA

Please Note:

Nominations are for accomplishments occurring during the 2025 calendar year.
Nominations for individuals in multiple categories must be submitted separately.

Public-Safety Radio Frequency (RF) Engineer of the Year

|

Radio Frequency (RF) Engineer of the Year - Eligibility

Nominees must have been employed in the applicable category by a public safety agency or company
supporting public safety any time during 2025. Nominees do not have to be members of APCO.
Nominees should be geographically from the Southern California APCO Chapter area which covers
Imperial, San Bernardino, Kern, San Diego, Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Orange, Santa Barbara,
Riverside, and Ventura Counties.

Nominators - Please answer each question on this form individually under the questions. The
sections should expand as you type, please, use as much space as is needed to answer each question
adequately. Each answer has a number value so questions left unanswered will negatively influence
the scoring of the nomination.

Describe the nominee's company or agency. Please include staffing levels, size, and discipline; please
describe the RF system, area of operations, and number of subscribers, radio channels, console
positions, and users. (Law, fire, EMS, PSAP only, etc.)

Describe the nominee's daily and additional pertinent duties and responsibilities.

Tell us how long the nominee has been at this job or any previous public safety communications
positions the nominee has held

Describe how the nominee functions as a team player.

Describe how the nominee demonstrates his/her knowledge of the profession and flexibility in task
assignments. Provide an example of how the nominee may go above and beyond what may be
required of an individual in this position.

The work of a Public Safety Radio Frequency Engineer involves rapidly changing technology. How
does the nominee keep his or her expertise current?

Maintaining and troubleshooting radio and communications equipment means dealing with many
vendors and different types of user agencies. Describe how the nhominee develops and employs good
communication with all involved.

Describe how the actions of the candidate improved the coverage, capacity, and/or reliability of their
radio system.

In one page or less, describe why the nominee should receive the 2026 RF Engineer of the Year
award.



Public-Safety Radio Frequency (RF) Technologist of the Year ]

Radio Frequency (RF) Technologist of the Year — Eligibility

Nominees must have been employed in the applicable category by a public safety agency any time

during 2025. Nominees do not have to be members of APCO. Nominees should be geographically

from the Southern California APCO Chapter area which covers Imperial, San Bernardino, Kern, San
Diego, Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Orange, Santa Barbara, Riverside, and Ventura Counties.

Sample Responsibilities:

* Manages the installation, operation, and maintenance of equipment.

* Knowledge of current NFPA code adoptions for public safety in-building radio systems.

* Maintains knowledge of 700 MHz, 800 Mhz,900 MHz, and P25 radio communications systems and
equipment

» Establish work priorities, implement schedules, coordinate, supervise, and assist with the installation of
systems and equipment; troubleshoot complex installation problems and making appropriate
modifications to support member agencies.

* Possesses experience in UHF/VHF radios, repeaters, digital/analog microwave and an extensive
network of mobile radios.

+ Demonstrates ability to work with many different user agencies.

» Radio network administration and connectivity principles, processes, protocols, and systems security

* Prepares and maintains various records of maintenance and operation as required by the FCC
including renewal of FCC licensing.

* Installs and/or oversees the installation of radio site ground, antenna systems, security systems, carrier
equipment (T1, DS3), emergency power generators, fuel systems, towers, transmission lines, and site
alarm status reporting equipment.

* Maintains current experience in state-of-the-art electronic equipment repair, including bench repair and
radio transmitting and receiving equipment.

* Plans for infrastructure additions, site expansions and improvements as necessary to ensure coverage
and systems reliability.

» Assist and receive training in analyzing, troubleshooting and maintaining the communications network
and computer-based systems to ensure inter-operability with other government agencies and offsite
access in emergencies.

Nominators - Please answer each question on this form individually under each section. The sections
should expand as you type, please; use as much space as is needed to answer each question
adequately. Each answer has a number value so questions left unanswered will negatively influence
the scoring of the nomination.

1. Describe the nominee's public safety communications agency. Please include staffing levels, size, and
discipline; please describe the RF system, area of operations, number of subscribers, radio channels,
console positions, and users. (Law, fire, EMS, PSAP only, etc.)

2. Describe the nominee's daily and additional pertinent duties and responsibilities.

3. Tell us how long the nominee has been at this job and any previous public safety communications
positions the nominee has held.

4. Describe how the nominee functions as a team player.
5. Describe how the nominee demonstrates his/her knowledge of the profession and flexibility in task

assignments. Provide an example of how the nominee may go above and beyond what may be
required of an individual in this position.



6. The work of a Public Safety Radio Frequency Technologist involves rapidly changing technology. How
does the nominee keep his or her expertise current?

7. Maintaining and troubleshooting radio and communications equipment means dealing with many
vendors and different types of user agencies. Describe how the nominee develops and employs good
communication with all involved.

9. Describe how the actions of the candidate improved the coverage, capacity, and/or reliability of their
radio system.

10. In one page or less, describe why the nominee should receive the 2026 RF Technologist of the Year
award.




Public-Safety Information Technologist (IT) of the Year

Information Technologist (IT) of the Year - Eligibility

Nominees must have been employed in the applicable category by a public safety agency any time

during 2025. Nominees do not have to be members of APCO. Nominees should be geographically

from the Southern California APCO Chapter area which covers Imperial, San Bernardino, Kern, San
Diego, Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Orange, Santa Barbara, Riverside, and Ventura Counties.

Sample Job Titles:

Systems Administrator, Information Technologist Specialist, Information Technologist, Network
Administrator, Systems Engineer, Senior Computer Analyst, CAD/GIS Administrator, Network Services
Supervisor, NCIC/CAD System Manager, Technician, 9-1-1 Systems, Information Technology
Coordinator, Senior Project Manager, Records Technician (Master Addressing Guide - MSAG
Coordinator), Mobile/CAD System Administrator, Information Technology Specialist 4, IT Tech and
Address/Mapping Coordinator, Operations Support Technician, GIS Analyst, etc.

Sample job responsibilities and titles for this position are provided on this form as examples to help you
determine whether your nominee is eligible for this award category. Specific responsibilities and titles
may vary by agency and are not limited to the lists shown here.

Sample Responsibilities:

Provides technical support and performs professional work related to the operation and support of
computer hardware, peripherals, and software applications.

Participates in the evaluation and implementation of new computing technologies.

Performs complex level application support work on the agency's computer applications systems.
Provides project and program leadership to professional and technical staff.

Provides project management for large scale support projects.

Performs routine to complex level application support work on the agency's computer applications
systems.

Performs advanced level telecommunications work related to the purchase, installation, and
maintenance of communications equipment.

Performs technical work gathering, analyzing, and summarizing various types of data including GIS
information

Nominators - Please answer each question on this form individually under the questions. The sections
should expand as you type, please, use as much space as is needed to answer each question
adequately. Each answer has a number value so questions left unanswered will negatively influence
the scoring of the nomination.

Describe the nominee's public safety communications agency. Please include staffing levels, size, and
discipline (law, fire, EMS, PSAP only, etc.)

Describe the nominee's daily and additional pertinent duties and responsibilities.

Tell us how long the nominee has been at this job and any previous public safety communications
positions the nominee has held.

Describe how the nominee functions as a team player.
Describe how the nominee demonstrates his/her knowledge of the profession and flexibility in task

assignments. Provide an example of how the nominee may go above and beyond what may be
required of an individual in this position.




Describe how the nominee ensures the reliability of the agency’s internal computer system and protects
the integrity and security of the agency’s data.

Describe how the nominee ensures the agency meets and maintains external (local, state, and federal
data security) requirements.

Describe how the nominee utilizes innovative solutions and applications to further the mission of the
organization.

In one page or less, describe why the nominee should receive the 2026 Information Technologist of the
Year award.




n Public-Safety Geographic Information System (GIS) Technologist of the Year

Geographic Information System (GIS) Technologist of the Year — Eligibility

Nominees must have been employed in the applicable category by a public safety agency any time

during 2025. Nominees do not have to be members of APCO. Nominees should be geographically

from the Southern California APCO Chapter area which covers Imperial, San Bernardino, Kern, San
Diego, Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Orange, Santa Barbara, Riverside, and Ventura Counties.

Nominators - Please answer each question on this form individually under the questions. The sections
should expand as you type, please; use as much space as is needed to answer each question
adequately. Each answer has a number value so questions left unanswered will negatively influence
the scoring of the nomination.

1. Describe the nominee's public safety communications agency. Please include staffing levels, size, and
discipline; please describe the RF system, area of operations, and number of subscribers, radio
channels, console positions, and users. (Law, fire, EMS, PSAP only, etc.)

2. Describe the nominee's daily and additional pertinent duties and responsibilities.

3. Tell us how long the nominee has been at this job and any previous public safety communications
positions the nominee has held.
4. Describe how the nominee functions as a team player.

6. Describe how the nominee demonstrates his/her knowledge of the profession and flexibility in task
assignments. Provide an example of how the nominee may go above and beyond what may be
required of an individual in this position.

7. The work of a Public Safety Radio Frequency Technologist involves rapidly changing technology. How
does the nominee keep his or her expertise current?

8. Maintaining and troubleshooting radio and communications equipment means dealing with many
vendors and different types of user agencies. Describe how the nominee develops and employs good
communication with all involved.

9. Describe how the actions of the candidate improved the coverage, capacity, and/or reliability of their
radio system.

9. In one page or less, describe why the nominee should receive the 2026 RF Technologist of the Year
award.




